
PLEASANT HILL PARK & RECREATION COMMISSION 
May 12, 2016 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
Chair Loren Lown called the regular meeting of the Pleasant Hill Park and Recreation 
Commission to order at 6:00 p.m.  Present:  Anne Johns, Loren Lown, Dan Schmitz, Olivia 
Smith and Penny Thomsen.  Absent:  Gary Denning and David Dunfee. 
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
SMITH/THOMSEN moved to approve the agenda.  Ayes:  Johns, Lown, Schmitz, Smith, 
Thomsen.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF APRIL 14, 2016 REGULAR MEETING 
SCHMITZ/SMITH moved to approve the minutes.  Ayes:  Johns, Lown, Schmitz, Smith, 
Thomsen.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
4.  PRESENTATION – Kimberly Boggus from the Des Moines Bicycle Collective was present 
to discuss the mission and goals of the Collective.  They are working with communities to 
advocate and help increase trails and their usage.  The Collective works to help develop 
partnerships between public and private entities.  Discussion was held regarding the lack of 
safe access to downtown areas and the Easter Lake area.  The Martin Luther King extension 
to Pleasant Hill will help with access to downtown.  Safety on the streets is stressed and 
additional trails for those who do not want to ride on the street. The Bicycle Collective holds 
bike rodeos and maintenance workshops throughout the metro area and will work with 
communities to hold a community driven workshop.  The website, dmbikecollective.org, can 
provide information on all programs, etc.  Park Supervisor Ellis thanked the Collective for their 
leadership in learning safety and advocating for greater infrastructure for trails in the local area. 
 
5. TIME TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION (5 MINUTE LIMIT) – None 
 
6. NEW BUSINESS 
a. Review and Recommendation for a New Batting Cage at Doanes Park – In 2015 the batting 
cages were removed from the park due to safety issues and the improvements to the garage.  
The Little League is asking to replace the cages with a new structure.  The Little League has 
agreed to pay for the supplies and assist with installation of the cages. The new structure will 
have minimal posts with netting that would be removed at the end of the little league season.  
If they want to use a pitching machine, they will need to bring it on the days they plan to use it.  
It will be placed in the open area behind the garage and will be positioned to not interfere with 
future trails through the park.  JOHNS/SCHMITZ moved to approve the Little League’s request 
to purchase and install a batting cage at Doanes Park.  Ayes:  Johns, Lown, Schmitz, Smith, 
Thomsen.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
7. REPORTS 
a. Earth Day Trash Bash – The City hosted 53 volunteers, 113 hours (6 staff hours) were spent 
removing debris and invasive species along the Gay Lea Wilson trail.  Six to seven truck loads 
of debris were removed north of Copper Creek Lake to Easton along 42nd Street.  Stickers 
were placed on storm sewers throughout the city.  The Christy Lane trail area was mowed and 
trees removed.   
 



b. Master Park Plan Update – City staff and Confluence staff recently met with the student 
council at Four-Mile Elementary.  They were shown maps of the area and examples of 
playground equipment.  They were interested in seeing green space with a natural feeling at 
the park.  The next step will the beginning of the design phase. 
 
c. Youngstown Trail Update – The trail cement has been poured.  The grading and finish work 
should be completed soon. 
 
d. Four Mile Creek Bank Stabilization – The rip rap is in place with less material used than 
planned.  The products used to keep the deepest and fastest water flow in the middle of the 
creek has been completed also.  The grading, seeding and placing of live stakes (trees) will be 
completed soon. 
 
e. Christy Lane Trail – The fence row of trees will be cleaned up along with other debris, 
weeds, etc.  The area will be easier to maintain once this is completed. 
 
8. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS/COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS 
a. The kybo at 56th Street and 163 needs to be straightened.  Park Supervisor Ellis will look 
into removing the kybo. 
 
b. A MPO representative will speak at the July meeting regarding the water trail study. 
 
c. The Des Moines River boat ramp area has been flooded recently.  Grading work and adding 
material and rip rap in the mud holes has continued.  It is suggested that the area be paved to 
eliminate the issue of mud.  This will be dependent on funding. 
 
d. The ELKS have been granted a Beacon grant in the amount of $2,000.  They are looking 
into using the funds to establish a tree distribution program.  They will be looking at 
neighborhoods that are in need of trees to receive the trees at a reduced rate to the property 
owners. 
 
9. ADJOURMENT  
THOMSEN/SMITH moved to adjourn.  Ayes:  Johns, Lown, Schmitz, Smith, Thomsen.  Nays:  
None.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 
 
 

• NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING – June 9, 2016 


